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FOREWORD 

This booklet contains reports written by Examiners on the work of candidates in certain papers.  Its contents 
are primarily for the information of the subject teachers concerned. 

www.gceguide.com
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GENERAL PAPER 
 
 

GCE Advanced Subsidiary Level 
 
 

Paper 8004/01, 02 and 03 

 

 
General comments 
 
The overall performance by the majority of candidates was good.  The quality of written English has 
continued to improve and answers were written with greater fluency.  The degree of structure within the 
answer was also a welcome development.  Expression was clear and precise, with a wide range of relevant 
interpretations confirming that candidates approached the questions with an obvious degree of 
understanding. 
 
Candidates had been well taught and in the majority of Centres appreciated the structure required to provide 
a clear exposition of content material.  Weaker responses were delivered by candidates, who, following a 
secure and relevant start, later lost the focus and progressed to irrelevance, giving an overall impression of 
weakness.  Limited achievement was also the outcome from candidates who failed to answer with relevance 
or whose answers lacked illustration or relevant references.  Analysis and interpretation, sensitively 
demonstrated, secured high marks.  Candidates with these skills often combined their obvious knowledge 
with a clear, structured approach and mature, reasoned thought.  For some candidates, closer reading of the 
question, better focus and some initial consideration of structure would have improved their essay.  
Candidates must be encouraged to reflect on the wording of the question and to consider a range of 
responses reflecting thought and appreciation.   
 
As in previous years, the most successful answers responded to the key words of the question – ‘assess’, 
‘discuss’, ‘do you agree’ and ‘how important’.  In such situations, candidates were able to deliver direct 
answers which confirmed both a level of understanding and mature reflection. 
 
Many of the comments made in previous reports have been addressed and it was pleasing to note that only 
a few candidates selected both questions from the same section – a rubric infringement – and that the 
majority of candidates spent similar amounts of time on each question. 
 
Centres need to offer advice to candidates on how marks are awarded for the use of English.  Those 
answers with an absence of paragraphs, extensive mechanical errors and poor vocabulary often make 
understanding difficult.  Such answers often include considerable breakdown in sentence structure and few 
marks can then be given for the use of English. 
 
Wordy and time-consuming introductions, repetitive sections within the body of the answer and conclusions 
which simply restate the introduction will not score highly. 
 
Answers which commanded more marks for English had paragraphs which were better arranged and 
contained language with appropriate tone and fluency but with some lapses and occasional errors which 
detracted from a clear understanding of the text.  Vocabulary was more wide ranging but sentence structure 
somewhat disjointed, with linkage not always smooth and seamless. 
 
The highest marks were awarded for answers where paragraphing was consistent and effective and clearly 
enhanced the understanding of the text.  Throughout the answer, tone and fluency were appropriate and 
errors were few.  In such answers extensive vocabulary, sound sentence structure and clear linkage 
between parts of the answer were rewarded. 
 
English errors continue to include the plural tense when the singular would be most appropriate, the use of 
‘of’ instead of ‘have’, the misplaced apostrophe, the unnecessary use of the hyphen and the use of repetitive 
nouns and adjectives – ‘their desires, wishes, wants and needs’.  The combination of tenses within the same 
sentence still hinders accuracy, as do ‘he’ or ‘she’ followed by ‘they’ or ‘their’.  Centres must continue to be 
proactive in rehearsing clauses, using articles with more relevance, directing the use of the apostrophe and 
differentiating between the use of a comma and a semi-colon. 
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Candidates continued to overuse parentheses and too frequently acronyms and abbreviations were 
excessive.  Spelling, however, continues to improve, though common errors included the misuse of ‘there’ 
and ‘their’, ‘benefitted’, ‘handicaped’, ‘enviroment’, ‘telivision’, ‘occuring’ and ‘accomodation’.  Candidates 
continue to use verbose construction and tautology including ‘each and every’, ‘I, myself, personally,’ ‘very 
essential’ and ‘most unique’. 
 
Candidates would do well to avoid the use of ‘persons’ which often causes problems with verb agreement 
and ‘one’ with its consequent difficulties.  The correct use of ‘less’ and ‘fewer’ still causes candidates difficulty 
as does differentiating between ‘amount’ and ‘number’.  This year, many more candidates wrote ‘a lot’ as one 
word, which is clearly incorrect, but then went on to split words – ‘our selves’, ‘him self’ – for no apparent 
reason. 
 
There is still a tendency to write at unnecessary length, often in flowery prose with over-ambitious 
vocabulary, and actually say very little. 
 
The Paper provided a wide range of questions with none proving excessively popular.  The most frequently 
answered were Questions 3, 4, 6, 7 and 12.  Fewer answers were received for Questions 1, 8, 9 and 15. 
 
The exemplar scripts included in this Report have been selected to illustrate these points and to enable 
Centres to prepare their candidates for the rigour of the examination.  The exemplar scripts also highlight the 
approach to scripts by Examiners as they consider the variety of responses from candidates. 
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An example of a paper of very high standard. 
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An example of a paper which would achieve an a8. 
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A paper from the lower end of the range, which just fails to achieve an e12. 
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Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
Do politicians have any influence? 
 
This was not a popular question.  The answer required an analysis of the individual or group influence of 
politicians, not an account of political systems or a description of the variety of global governments.  Answers 
were improved by illustrations but the dominance of recent political events, in particular, the Middle East, was 
a feature of many answers.  The range of alternative responses could have included the positive aspects of 
charisma, charm, dominance, courage and respect balanced against the more negative aspects of 
corruption, self-interest, egotistical indulgence and insensitivity.  It was expected that well-written answers 
would include illustration which might refer to Mandela, Blair, Bush, Thatcher, Ghandi together with other 
politicians, past and present, global, regional or local in influence. 
 
Answers were usually characterised by limited scope, local or regional reference only and a failure to 
consider a politician’s international influence or reputation on the world stage.  The better answers focused 
clearly on how politicians were able to affect political, economic and social conditions.  The majority of 
candidates realised that politicians could be regarded as role models.  Weaker answers were unable to 
define the role in any way and failed to convince that the candidate knew who politicians were.  The two most 
common influences were the distribution of favours and the failure to uphold promises. 
 
Question 2 
 
Is history the study of progress? 
 
This was not a popular question and was one which provoked weak answers.  The answer required the 
definition of history to set it in context.  It was disappointing to note that a number of candidates used the title 
to suit their prepared response – lessons to be learnt from history! 
 
The good answers balanced the benefits history has been able to deliver against the perils and incidents 
along the way.  Candidates illustrated from their own country and did not always extend their answers to 
broad global events.  Good answers might have approached the question from the point of view that there 
has been little progress given the pain and suffering whilst others could argue the reverse.  The range of 
illustrations could be very broad – political, technical, scientific, medical, social, economic or ideological.  
Answers were improved by the range and variety of their illustration. 
 
Many answers failed to perceive history as recording regression as well as progression, so answers were 
often quite unbalanced or simplistic.  Much was made of learning from mistakes but little reference was 
made to the cyclical nature of history.  Emphasis was laid on industrial and technological advancement 
without reference to the negative externalities which might arise from it. 
 
Question 3 
 
Should a country allow all its citizens to possess guns? 
 
This question proved a popular choice, perhaps as a result of its perceived straightforward nature.  The key 
word in the question, which was overlooked by candidates, is all.  The failure to recognise this and, 
consequently, the wider implications meant that many candidates scored less well, irrespective of other 
features of the answer.  Good answers were able to demonstrate an awareness of realism together with an 
even-handed view of the implications.  The range of illustration reflected liberty, personal freedom, the right 
to self-protection, self-defence and accidental use.  Good candidates were able to illustrate incidents on an 
international level and introduce a liberal approach balanced against the black market, irresponsibility and 
terrorism. 
 
The majority of answers were well-handled, balanced and with some appropriate local reference.  Many 
candidates were sensitive to the need for self defence in an increasingly violent society set against the horror 
scenario of a daily shoot out and anarchy.  Weaker answers omitted the reference to ‘all’ with a broad 
assumption being that allowing citizens to possess guns automatically meant that everyone would have a 
gun.  The best answers examined the need for licences and the need for some members of society to have 
the right to carry guns but under controlled circumstances. 
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Question 4 
 

Does everyone have the right to be a parent? 
 

This question proved a popular choice but was not well answered as many candidates focused on the 
qualities required by parents rather than the rights to be one.  The answer required a definition, in terms of 
the role played in producing and raising children, either through natural biological parenting or the range of 
other alternatives.  However, many candidates moved to a response dominated by fostering, surrogacy, 
adoption and IVF at the expense of rights.  The best answers considered morals and ethics with illustrations 
including same sex couples, couples with genetic deficiencies, institutionalised couples, couples with 
disabilities and the issue of age – young and old. 
 

Many weak responses were read, characterised by over-emphasis on the qualities required for good 
parenting, limiting the topic to the practical problems involved.  However, the best answers were able to 
expand this approach to include some reference to the moral dilemmas facing society, including social 
deviance, political control and the role of the judicial system taking children into care. 
 

Question 5 
 

Assess the alternatives to prison in dealing with offenders. 
 

This question was not a popular choice but was competently handled by most candidates who attempted it.  
The question asked for an assessment and candidates were required to ensure that a clear appreciation of 
the range of alternatives was contained within the answer together with a form of assessment.  Sadly, not all 
candidates responded.  The main illustrations were probation, tagging, community service, fines and capital 
punishment.  The better answers contained an appreciation of the gravity of the crime with a sense of 
realism about the crime being related to the punishment.  Good answers considered morals, impact on 
society, cost, mental state, empathy, law and order, background and social influences.  The weakest 
answers spent most of the content outlining the reasons for criminal activity and so scored few marks.  
Similarly low marks were given to candidates who approached the essay with a prepared answer on capital 
punishment.  The better answers contained an evaluation of the solutions and considered the implications 
both for society as a whole and for the feelings of victims. 
 

Question 6 
 

Can the needs of industry and the environment ever be balanced? 
 

This question was a popular choice but did not elicit many good responses.  Many candidates failed to 
develop their coverage, despite the wide scope offered by the question.  There were many missed 
opportunities when candidates did not offer appropriate environmental support measures to achieve balance.  
The main issue posed by the question referred to the accomplishment of a balance between industry and the 
environment.  The better answers were realistic with green issues contained within mutual working.  
Illustrations were rare and many candidates failed to appreciate green policies, eco-friendly campaigns,    
eco-tourism and contamination laws.  The best answers were illustrated with reference to pressure from 
shareholders, taxes and pressure groups.  The poorest answers hijacked the question by answering with 
respect to environmental disasters.  The underlying message of quality answers was the balance between 
the dependence of the economy on industry, and the welfare of the planet and its careful management.  It 
was disappointing to note that most candidates displayed little awareness of effective environmental controls, 
potential or in force, at local/regional level, or co-operative measures/restrictions applied internationally.   
 

Question 7 
 

In what ways can the use of modern technology improve learning? 
 

This was a popular question and was handled well by the majority of candidates.  Many otherwise competent 
answers were limited to just computer/internet applications and confined to classroom/home use.  Expansion 
into other areas was characterised by a lack of supporting detail or mere passing reference.  The better 
answers attempted a definition of technology and learning, highlighting the range of devices aiding 
understanding.  The main examples included computer technology, TV, video, camcorders, satellite images, 
infra-red photography, tape recorders, video conferencing, interactive white-boards, LCD projectors, 
CD Roms and Braille keyboards.  The best answers suggested that technology promoted learning through 
interest, enquiry, fun and challenge.  Quality answers used illustrations from school, the workplace and 
society at large.  While quality answers pointed out the advantages of distance learning to enable life-long 
learning for people who had previously not had the opportunity to pursue their goals, mediocrity prevailed for 
many who focused almost exclusively on the ‘wonders’ of computers and the internet. 
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Question 8 
 
‘Science will always appeal more to males.’  Discuss. 
 
This was not a popular question and produced few responses of quality.  Much emphasis was placed on 
traditional socialisation and the lack of educational opportunity for females, consequently stereotyping.  
There was little reference, if any, to the particular qualities required for scientific investigation and the relative 
aptitudes of either gender to such requirements.  The best answers succeeded in settling the topic in its 
historical/religious context, thus explaining this imbalance, and also producing evidence that the picture was 
changing, albeit slowly.  The weaker answers, which dominated the question, revolved around gender 
stereotypical comment with no specific reference to science. 
 
Question 9 
 
How important is numeracy in today’s society? 
 
There were very few answers to this question, and the majority of these did not score well.  Good answers 
defined numeracy as the application and understanding of number and the basis of Maths and Science.  The 
range of context was illustrated by banking, shopping, trade, and savings, with the highest quality answers 
referring to economic growth, employment, global trade and interest rates.  Very few candidates expanded 
the topic to consider the importance of numeracy in relation to literacy and other basic social requirements. 
 
Question 10  
 
‘Short-term aid hinders long-term development.’  Do you agree? 
 
This was not a popular question and many candidates found it difficult to answer well.  Answers were often 
limited in scope with respect to the range of aid available and sometimes unclear in definition/distinction 
between short and long-term aid.  The question asked for a specific response and the better candidates 
provided this, following a balanced assessment of the two aspects.  Good answers illustrated short termism 
such as emergency measures, money appeals, food, water and medical requirements, contrasted with long 
termism contextualised by transport, hospital services, equipment, infrastructure and communications.  The 
best answers balanced short-term humanitarian aid following hazards and disasters with aid dependence 
due to corruption and warfare.  The weaker answers spent too long on the reasons for aid.  Little reference 
was made to emergency relief or military aid.  Candidates approached the topic from the viewpoint of the 
recipient of aid; none considered the problems that could develop for the donor/assisting countries or 
institutions, which negate long-term support. 
 
Question 11 
 
‘Live performances of music and drama still have a role in the modern world.’  How far would you agree? 
 
This was not a popular question but was well answered with considerable illustration.  The majority of 
candidates concentrated on musical performance.  All answers were able to highlight the live event rather 
than TV, video, CD, DVD, written text and radio sources.  Much personal experience was apparent, 
dominated by atmosphere, colour, perspective, sound, visual staging, emotion, composure and tone.  The 
best answers introduced the role of live performance in education, leisure, entertainment culture, spirit and 
performing arts.  Answers were illustrated by a wide range of local, national, and international performances.   
 
Question 12 
 
Is television anything more than an escape from reality? 
 
This question proved the most popular choice on the Paper and was well answered by the majority of 
candidates.  The overall conclusion was that a balance could be achieved: emphasis was laid on the escape 
as a stress-relief and TV exerting a positive role in society, expanding awareness.  Few answers considered 
escape as escapism/fantasy, developing imagination.  The good answers separated and compared fiction 
and reality and pointed to a wide range of programmes, local and international, to reflect the variety and 
diversity currently available. 
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Question 13 
 
Consider the value of reading about the lives of others. 
 
This was not a popular question but was competently handled by those candidates who answered it.  The 
personalities who were chosen for illustration were usually for positive influence: inspiration or example.  The 
good answers made direct reference to source material, the type and variety available and the authenticity.  
Weaker answers failed to quote book titles as reference and intimate knowledge of biographical details was 
not revealed or credited.  The main beneficiaries were Marley, Luther King and Mandela. 
 
Question 14 
 
What is more important in a painting – the subject or the way it is painted? 
 
This was not a popular question and was poorly answered by the majority of candidates.  Answers were 
characterised by a lack of accuracy/background knowledge, limited specific reference to artists and their 
work and an overemphasis on the importance of style/technique at the expense of subject matter.  The best 
answers referred to specific artists and their paintings and introduced composition, tone, texture, brush 
strokes, colour, image and scale in the relevant context.   
 
Question 15 
 
Do handicrafts still have any value? 
 
Very few candidates answered this question.  The better answers considered handicrafts to be local culture 
of great interest to tourists and a welcome source of foreign currency.  There was little reference to what 
these articles were or represented in the range of countries, but plenty of illustration of their unique qualities 
and the manual skills in their production. 
 

 

 

 


